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The First Normand Invasion of the Andalusian Coast in 230 AH/844 AD
And its Impact of the Invasion on Fortifying Coastal Cities and the Development of

the Andalusian Navy
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Department of History, Faculty of Education, Al-Zawiya / University of Al-Zawiya
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Abstract:

Since its establishment in 138 AH/756 AD, the Umayyad Emirate in Al-Andalus was
exposed to dangers and threats from the north, where aggressive invaders committed
terrible crimes and massacres against Muslims. This research reviews one of the most
prominent of these threats, the Norman invasion of the western shores of Al-Andalus in
230 AH/844 AD. The research problem revolves around the extent of the impact of this
invasion on strengthening the fortifications of coastal cities and strengthening the
Andalusian navy. Its importance lies in filling a gap in Andalusian studies related to this
crucial event, which carries important lessons for understanding the ingenuity of Prince
Abd al-Rahman al-Awsat in transforming threats into opportunities to enhance the power
of his naval emirate. The research results indicate that the Normans were not born as
invaders by nature, but rather harsh climatic conditions and limited resources forced them
into this transformation. The research also clarifies the invaders' focus on poorly fortified
areas and their use of the element of surprise. The research consists of an introduction,
two sections, and a conclusion. The first section deals with the historical background of
the invaders, while the second section presents the details of their invasion of the shores
of Islamic Al-Andalus and analyzes its impact on the development of the fortifications of
the coastal cities and the Andalusian navy. The conclusion monitors the most important

findings of the research.

Keywords: Normans, Andalusia, invasion, Abd al-Rahman II, Lisbon, Gars, Sidonia,

Seville, looting, pillaging, fortifications, navy.
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