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Summary:

This research aimed to analyze the legal foundations and pillars of the Responsibility
to Protect (R2P) principle and to identify the shortcomings and problems hindering its
practical application, most notably double standards and the dominance of political
considerations. The research employed a descriptive and analytical approach and reached

several conclusions, including: the R2P principle represents a qualitative development

from the traditional principle of humanitarian intervention; it rests on three fundamental
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pillars, as affirmed in the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document; and its practical
application suffers from the problem of double standards, as its implementation is often
linked to the political will of the permanent members of the Security Council, rather than
to objective and consistent legal standards. The research also arrived at a set of
recommendations, the most important of which are: developing the R2P principle from a
mere political and ethical principle into a peremptory and binding international legal rule;
and activating the role of the UN General Assembly as an alternative when the Security
Council is paralyzed due to the use of the veto, particularly in cases where evidence exists
of one of the four crimes that warrant the application of the principle. Encouraging Arab
academic research in this field is crucial, given the scarcity of specialized Arab legal studies
that analyze the legal framework of the Responsibility to Protect principle in depth.

Keywords: Legal framework, Responsibility to Protect principle
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